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We may nearly fix the year when this conversation is supposed to have happened. Lysias was now at Athens; he arrived there from Thurii in Italy in the
NOTES.
Leontines, 01. 88. 2. (See Diod. Sic. L. 12, p. 313.) when Socrates was about forty-three years old. (V. Ciceronem in Bruto, ct Quintil. L. 3. c. 1.) Tisias and Corax of Syracuse, and Gorgias the Leontine, first composed treatises 011 the art of speaking.
P. 261. OvKapa }JLQVQV.~\ "Socrates apud Platonemin Phsedro palam, non in judiciis modo et concionibus, sccl in rebus privatis etiam et domesticis, rhetoricen esse demonstrat." (Quintil. L. 2, c. 21.) Plato here makes knowledge, that is, the perception of truth, the foundation of eloquence. Hept, iravra ra XeyojjLeva, fjLLo. TL$ re^vrj, enrep e<TTiv, avrr] av eiy, TJTLS QLO, r ecrreu, ir&v iravn 6/jLOiovv TCOV dwaruv, /cat ots dwarov /ecu, aXXou OJJLOIQUVTOS /cat a,7rQKpv7TTOfjLevov, as (pus a-yew. This has some resemblance to Locke's definition of knowledge : " It is (says he) the perception of the connection and agreement, or of the disagreement and repugnancy, of any of our ideas." Locke's Essay, B. 4. ch. 1.
261. EXeaTi/cop IlaXa/A?^*/.] Quintilian informs us, that the person here meant is Alcidamas of Elea. Laertius takes it to be meant of Zeno Eleates, who is looked upon as the inventor of disputation (TJ 5taXe/crt/o?) and of logick, and who was at Athens when Socrates was not above eight years old, that is, above fifty years earlier than the time of this dialogue ; but his contemporary Empedocles was the first who cultivated rhetorick as an art, and taught it to Gorgias who published a book on that subject.
K.B. Athenscus (L. 13. p. 592.) mentions Alcidamas, 6 AatV^s, (read 6 EXear^s, not EXat'r^s, as Casaubon corrects it from Snidas) j he says, that Alcidamas was scholar to Gorgias, and had written Encomia on Lagis and Nai's, two famous courtezans from Athens; whence, it seems, that he must have flourished about this time, and perhaps near twenty years after. There is the right reading of it in Athenseus, L. 9. p. 397/0 EXeart/cos HaXa/wyfys ojt/o/mr0X0705 e0T7, &c. which is a name he bestows on Ulpian of Tyre, an indefatigable hunter after words. Casau-